
The Merola Opera Program

Every summer since 1957 a number of young singers have descended on San Francisco for a 
summer training program for young voices. Among those who have attended the Merola Op-
era Program are such well know opera stars as Anna Netrebko, Patricia Racette, Dolora Zajick, 
Susan Graham and Thomas Hampson. This program is supported by its membership and being 
a member gives you access to a number of events that highlight what goes on behind the scenes 
both for becoming a professional opera singer and for producing the summer opera events in 
which the young singers participate. Supporting the Merolini (as they are known) allows you to 
see and hear the artists, meet them at events, and watch them perform.

More than nine hundred young artists from the US and around the world apply, and 23 singers, 
one stage director, and five apprentice vocal coaches from eleven countries have been chosen to 
participate. One of these singers is partially supported by a grant from the San José Opera Guild. 
This twelve week program operates in close artistic collaboration with San Francisco Opera but 
is financially separate. The intensive training includes both master classes and public perfor-
mances. Public performances include the Schwabacher Concert -- a set of scenes from various 
operas (which is free at its outdoor venue), the Grand Finale and two operas each summer. This 
summer the operas are: A Streetcar Named Desire by André Previn and Don Giovanni by Mo-
zart.

There are a number of levels at which one can join Merola and with each increasing level come 
additional benefits, typically invitations to events during the training. A membership of $75 in-
cludes two tickets for two master classes. In an opera Master Class, 3-4 singers are working with 
a professional opera singer on developing an aria that they might use as an audition piece or sing 
in a future production. In can be surprising how the coaching really makes the piece and the 
singer sparkle. The $75 membership also includes two tickets to the “Merola Auditions for the 
General Director (of the San Francisco Opera)” during which each singer performs one or two 
arias. It is the first chance to see and hear the new talent.

A membership of $250 adds an invitation (for two) to “A Day at Merola” which is a view of a 
typical day’s activities in which the singers participate. These include master classes in singing, 
acting and diction as well as the preparations for the summer productions. This membership 
level also includes a additional master class and an opportunity to meet the singers in person at 
the beginning of the season.

The season ends with the Merola Grand Finale which occurs in mid-August. There you can 
cheer on your favorites and be impressed with their development over this short period of time. 
Maybe your favorite will be chosen as an Adler Fellow and stay on to participate in San Fran-
cisco Opera productions.

For more information: <http://merolaopera.com/aboutmerola> and 
<http://www.merola.org/sites/default/files/pdfs/Artist_Announcement.pdf >.


